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We hail with unfeigned pleasure the birth of this firstling of Canadian Numismatology, and con- 
gratulate our right worthy brother of Montreal on the final advent of the offspring with which his 
brain has so long been travailing. ‘There is a sure, though, it may be, not very magnificent or ex- 
tensive species of immortality secured by a work like this to its author. His fame is like that of the 
first colonist of a new territory. Whatever those who come after him may accomplish, his labors 
will always be recognized as the groundwork of a structure interesting to those whom it may con- 
cern. He is entitled, indeed, to incorporate thenceforward into his own production all the additions 
and improvements which unfriendly criticism no less than friendly aid may furnish; and, perfecting 
the result through successive issues from the press, he leaves to a little circle for all future time the 
reputation of a Virtuoso, not a valiant man necessarily, as in the Roman sense, nor yet a virtuous man 
necessarily, as in the Italian, but in plain English, one of refined tastes, and cravings not vulgar. 

To describe satisfactorily any Canadian piece, either for a public sale or a private cabinet, it will 
henceforth suffice to refer to “‘ Sandham” by the Title and Number under which the piece appears. 
We expect that every important field in American Numismatics will ultimately be marked out in 
this way; and our own Journat has contributed its share to this desirable end. Mr. Groh’s 
Catalogue of «* Copperheads”; Mr. Appleton’s Catalogues, the one of Revolutionary Peace Medals, 
the other of Vernon Medals; and Mr. Levick’s recent Table of the Cents of 1793—all of which 
have appeared in our publication, and which are to be followed by others equally valuable—suggest 
a simple reference as the readiest and most accurate method of denoting any specimen of either 
series, 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to Mr. Sandham for the antiquarian zeal which impelled him 
to undertake this work ; for the patriotism which ought undoubtedly to be recognized as an element 
in his purpose ; for the industry and care with which he has carried it into effect; and finally for 
the artistic skill, which, devoted by the author, as an amateur, to the illustration of the book, has 
enabled him to furnish it at a c@st quite wonderful for its cheapness, though, we fear, far from 
remunerative to him. A Dollar, Currency, is certainly a price which few collectors who own any 
Canadian coins will grudge to pay for a treatise, of which one natural effect is very greatly to increase | 
the value of their property. 

We are however too well acquainted with Mr. Sandham to suppose that anything like indiscrim- #1 
inate laudation will be at all gratifying to him; and we intend to pay him the highest compliment 
in our power, by carefully pointing out the deficiencies which we think that we have discovered in 1 | 
his work, and the errors which, though trifling, yet mar the perfection of this edition. A second 
will unquestionably soon be called for, and for its preparation our author will in his judgment cull 
from our remarks and those of other friends. As a safeguard against the awkward accident of makin 
a blunder one’s self while attempting to correct a fancied mistake, we have fortunately receiv ( 
abundant aid from Mr. Edward Groh, whose cabinet in respect to Canadian coins surpasses any 
other in the city of New York, while his closeness of observation and accuracy of description are 
well known to the fraternity. With the assistance of his manuscript remarks, and with our own 
collection at hand, which in the Canadian department is by no means inconsiderable, we accordingly 
Proceed to criticise. 

Newrounptanp. No.5. The wreath on the reverse of the Cent is said to be composed “ of 
oak, &c.” As the maple, mayflower, and other plants on the northern coinage are characteristic of 
the climate and soil, we would like to know what the object designated by “ &c.” really is. It 
resembles the Sarracenia, or ‘* Water-Pitcher”. 
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Nova Scoria. No. 8. Mr. Groh remarks two Varieties; and, on referring to our cabinet, we 
find that, among the differences, the left-hand point of Britannia’s*trident passes in one beyond the 
foot of the I, in the other does not reach it—No,. 16. Mr. Groh notes three Varieties of the Penny of 
1832, and two of the Halfpenny of the same year.—No. 18. On the same authority, there are two 
Varieties of the Halfpenny of 1840. For the sake of clearness, each of the Varieties mentioned by 
Mr. Sandham should have had its own number. It is hardly judicious to place three (No. 16), and 
again seven (No. 18), under one head, giving us no fewer than twelve different pieces under Nos, 
15, 16, 17, 18. Besides, we have our doubts, which we express with modesty, as to the existence of 
the old style Penny and Halfpenny of 1856.—No. 19. We have four specimens of the Mayflower 
Penny of 1856, and find beneath the head of Victoria on two of them the initials I, C. W., consti- 
tuting a Variety. 

Canapa. Of No. 8, Mr. Groh has two Varieties; of No, 11, three. The author’s account in 
regard to the obverse of the latter that its design, “Two Angels holding a wreath over an urn 
placed on a pedestal, inscribed, *‘ Feri Ocr. 13, 1812’”, ** was taken from the original monument” 
blown up by Lett, is not very clear, and appears to us to be incorrect. The original monument 
was a lofty column, which, it is true, may have born such a device —Of No. 15 there is a plain, as 
well as a milled, edge.—No. 18. Mr. Groh has two varieties of the two-barred, as well as two of 
the one-barred, plough.—No. [2] 5. Legend commerciaL cHance omitted; but these Upper 
Canada Sloop-Tokens are in general very well described and arranged.—No. 31. The four Vari- 
eties of the Habitant Halfpenny might better have been placed under separate numbers, had not the 
author evidently economized space and his readers’ scrip.—No. 32 occurs in brass as well as in 
copper.—No. 34. For the inscription on the Molson token, namely un | sou, divided by a cask, 
«On either sides, ‘un sov’”’ is not very neat; and there are also scroll-work and ornaments of 
which no notice is given.—No. 35. ‘Obv. same as 25” should be “same as rev. of 25.” Mr, 
Groh has two Varieties of this piece. 

We now pass to Mr. Sandham’s treatment of the “ Un Sou Series”, Nos. 38-79. It is the 
strongest and most valuable feature of the book, and the author deserves high credit for the skill and 
care which he has here exhibited. With its aid we analyzed and arranged our own (31) Varieties, 
and for the first time completely enjoyed their possession, by perceiving exactly what we owned and 
what we lacked. The system adopted in explaining the obverses is perfect. The succession of 
roses, buds, rose-leaves, shamrocks, blades and heads of wheat, thistle-heads, thistle-leaves, and 
maple-leaves, is easily comprehended by an effort similar to, and not greater than, that by which a 
lady masters the scheme of her worsted-work. Nos, 41 and 56 may appear to be identical, but Mr, 
Sandham states, in a letter to Mr. Groh, that the bouquet in 41 is close, while in 56 it is open, and 
the ribbon in the reverse of 41 is much heavier than in 56. We do not believe however (and it is 
hardly in the nature of the case) that this initial classification exhausts all the combinations of obverse 
and reverse. We have before us, for instance, 40 with the precise reverse of 39, 51 with the 
precise reverse of 49, 71 with the same, and 73 with the reverse of 66 (edge plain) ; and Mr. Groh 
has not only these but also 67 with reverse 69, besides other Varieties not mentioned in the book. 
Looking on the present edition as a first draught merely, we repeat our call for a second one in due 
time, and would suggest, beside the thorough revision which is desirable, the propriety of tabulating 
therein the Varieties of the Sou as an adjunct to their description. We trust that our remarks will 
be taken in good part. Advice from friends will of course be qyer welcome to the compiler of @ 
catalogue raisonné. On the one hand, he may profit by it; on } a other, they cannot even if they 
would, detract from his fame. They help to build up his literary house, and claim no merit for a 
favor which they in turn expect when they may need it. Facile est inventis addere; \et all who are 
able therefore add their mites to this treasury. And to Mr. Printer we would observe that “* Boquet”, 
as he uniformly spells it, savors not of Ville Marie, ci-devant town of Nouvelle France; that his 
Latin, in the legends of the Medals more particularly, is often lame; and his English, as to ortho- 
graphy and punctuation, sometimes blind. But we must reserve a little space to notice the remainder 
of the work. 

On page 38, Varieties “1844”, “1852”, “1854”, and “1857” should have, as we think, each 
a number.—No. go. After 26, we should read “ omitting pas.”—No. 91. Instead of 26 we should 
read ** 31, omitting Bas”.—No. g2. Word recina omitted in the legend.—No. 93. For 89 read 
gz. Our good Sandham must have “‘ nodded” over this page. 

To complete the list of Canada pieces up to the present moment we are able to add a No, 96. 
It is a Store-card, specimens of which have recently been sent by our author to several friends in 
New York. The following is its description: Brass, 15. Head of Victoria, filleted, undraped, to 
left; Legend: Jewerter & R. SHarprey. Warcumaker.; beneath head, on third of a circle, Norse 
Dame Sr. Reverse, Inscription in g lines: Importer | cf Sitver-Ware | Crocks | Gaseciers | 
Bronzes | Casinet-Ware | Grass-Ware | &c. &c. &c. Edge milled. 

Under the head “ Miscettangous”, Mr, Sandham observes, in the letter already mentioned as 
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written to Mr. Groh, who possesses an unclipped proof of No, 16: ‘* Your specimen is not clipped, 
and is a proof. The latter statement accounts for its not being clipped. The toll for a Caléche 
(which was used as a pleasure-conveyance) was higher than that imposed on the Charrette (com- 
monly used to convey produce to the city); and, to prevent the tickets from being used for other 
than the proper vehicle, all checks for Charrettes were clipped before issuing them to the toll- 
collector”.- But this view is controverted by the fact that Mr. Groh possesses a “* Caléche” which 
is also clipped, 

Under the head “* Dovsrrut”, many Varieties might be added to those enumerated, and perhaps 
some Species; but the author, in the communication already cited, remarks: ‘I did not attempt to 
describe all the coins met with in Canada, but merely those in ordinary circulation. Were I to 
treat of all which turn up in the way of gmall change, I should have to call my book * The Coins 
of the World’, and not of Canada’’. 

A few words, in conclusion, on the Canadian Mepats. We cannot regard No. 1 as “very rare”, 
seeing that re-struck impressions at least may be obtained to order, from the Musée Monétaire in 
Paris, where the dies are preserved. In the same institution are dies, from which impressions may 
also be ordered, of a Medal on the Foundation of Louisbourg, omitted in our work. The King and 
the Regent appear on the obverse ; on the reverse is a view of the fort surrounded by vessels; legend, 
LupOvICOBURGUM FUNDATUM ET MUNITUM ; exergue, M.pcc.xx. ‘Another pair of dies relating to the 
peace of 1763, kept in the same place, furnishes a medal which might, not improperly, be included 
in the Canadian series. We are rather proud of possessing Nos. 2 and § in si/ver, and doubt whether 
they can be matched in Canada or the United States. Mr. Sandham, by the way, almost always 
neglects to mention the materia/ of his Medals. Finally, in regard to the Powell Marriage Medal, 
No. 38, we are informed that an impression in copper brought $7 at the recent sale in Philadelphia. 
This fact testifies to an amount of interest in Canadian numismatics which, enhanced as it must be 
by the production before us, promises its author his best reward, in tending to increased intercourse 
and friendliness between men of culture in the Dominion and the Republic.® “ Jrascatur gui volet;” 
let ws have Peace ! 





NUMISMATICS IN NATURAL HISTORY. 
SECOND ARTICLE. 

Having in our last December number introduced this subject to our readers, we were much 
pleased to find a paper entitled “ Shell-Money”, by R. E. C. Stearns, in the “* American Naturalist” 
for March, issued monthly at Salem, Mass., by the Peabody Academy of Science. This publication 
is one a little younger than our own, and characterized by a similar endeavor to popularize scientific 
knowledge and make it recreative. It is a periodical which deserves the highest commendation for 
elegance and accuracy, both of matter and form, and we heartily recommend it to lovers of Nature, 
on these accounts as well as for the general tone which we have ascribed to it. What a vast amount 
of vicious, and semi-vicious, amusement will have been thrust out, when such magazines shall become 
numerous, widely contributed to, and liberally supported ! 

Mr. Stearns begins his essay with the following excellent remarks : 

“To the numismatist the love of money is not fraught with evil; his love is not the worship of Mammon or the miser’s 
greed, but rather the ardor of the philosopher or the enthusiasm of the naturalist; he glorifies his coins, not for their com- 
mercial value, but for their antiquity or hfStorical associations. As he ponders over his collection, a panorama of past 
centuries unrolls before him; he sees a long procession of great events, the rise and fall of nations, and of men whose 
emblems and effigies, embossed upon their money, have outlived the national life. More eloquent than written history are 
these speechless coins. Though silent, they tell of epochs in the lives of the nations they represent, and of eras in the 
history of the human race.” 

At the time when the Iroquois, or Five Nations of our own State, were crushed between the upper 
and the nether millstone of French and English rivalry, they had planted three germs of what might 
have proved, had they remained unmolested, a unique copper-colored civilization. These were: 
Federal Union, Parliamentary Eloquence, and a Circulating Medium. It is not unlikely, when we 
consider the abundance of our native copper, that the last of these three would easily have developed 
itself into shapes like the Roman As and its multiples, one of which, the Quadrussis, or four-pound- 
piece, bears the Ox or pecus, whence may have originated pecumia, and all its English derivatives, 
In that case the Iroquois money would have borne the figure of a shell, like some coins of Tarentum, 
which, though hardly for a similar reason, exhibit our familiar bivalve, the scallop. 

On the whole subject of Shell.Money Mr. Stearns is very instructive, informing us, among other 
facts, that our aboriginal fellow-citizens of Alaska use “‘ Dentalia” in this way. After speaking of 
the “ money cowry”, Cyprea moneta, a native of the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, and other 
Eastern seas, and extensively imported into England to be used in the Guinea trade, he concludes 
thus: “The money of the wild tribes of America, Africa and Asia, one may look for in vain in 
the drawers of the coin collector. It must be sought for in the museums of natural history, or the 
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cabinet of the conchologist.’ But why should not the numismatist reserve a corner for these 


interesting half-brethren of his protégées ? 

In the May number of the “ Naturalist”, the mere advertisements of which, by the way, are full 
of desirable information, we find an attractive article entitled «The Flowers of Early Spring”, by 
Rev. J. W. Chickering, Jr. Here too we observe a connection with Numismatics in the account of 
the Epigaa Repens, the plant which appears on the Nova Scotia coppers of 1856. After mention- 
ing the « Skunk Cabbage” as our floral herald, the writer proceeds : 


“In very pleasing contrast comes next Epigaea Repens, or as it is sometimes miscalled, Trailing Arbutus, better and more 
appropriately known throughout New England as the Mayflower. This, among the very earliest, is also the choicest gift 
that Flora has in this latitude to offer us, alike for its beauty of form and color, its delicious fragrance, and its charming 
habit of peeping out, almost from the edge of the retreating snowzdrifts. To find the first bunch of Mayflowers is the 
ambition of many a boy and girl, as well as not a few children of larger growth. The finest specimens ever seen by the 
writer were from a mountain in Camden, Maine. It has also been used as a medicinal agent, but with no better nor worse 
results than many others. It is a true wild flower, resisting all attempts at domestication ”, 


The last remark is incorrect, since in ‘The Ornamental Flower Garden”’, by Lindley, Sweet, 
Don, &c., London, 1854, Vol. II., No. 121, we find appended to a colored engraving of the plant, 
var. Rubicunda, directions for its cultivation. We there read: “ This very beautiful variety of — 
Epigaa was raised by Mr. Milne, nurseryman of Stoke Newington in 1836, and the accompanying 
drawing was made from Mr. Milne’s plants. It flowers in March. The flowers are considerably 
larger than those of the white variety, and are of a rich pink, It is an abundant flowerer, and few 
plants are more worthy of a place in the flower-garden”. 

This cannot, of course, be the “ Mayflower” of the “ Pilgrim Fathers”; and we doubt whether 
the name, as used by them, was anything more than a generic and indefinite one. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Regular Meeting, April 8th, 1869.—The President in the chair. 
In accordance with the By-law, the President delivered his Annual Address, as follows: 


Gentlemen of the American Numismatic and Archeological Society :—I\n entering on the duties of the office to which I have, by your 
favor, been elected for a second annual term, it becomes my duty to address you in a few inaugural remarks, 

I have first to thank you for the testimony which your selection bears to whatever zeal or ability I have been able to exhibit in directing, as 
far as my functions extended, the researches and proceedings of the Society during the past year. That I have realized to any great degree 
the intentions and anticipations which I held out to you from this chair a twelvemonth since, I am far from asserting. My endeavors, never- 
theless, have, as far as they have been made at all, been exerted in the direction then indicated. Among the rest, I have kept continually 
urging friends and even strangers, whom I thought likely to render better service to the Association in this position of President, to assume its 
responsibilities. But in vain; and rather than that you should be inconvenienced through my refusal of this office, 1 have consented once 
more to fill it, and shall attempt to exercise it with more success than hitherto—particularly in regard to obtaining a more efficient successor. 

The Society still lives ! and where the chief subject of investigation is such as ours, Numismatics, the mere fact of its living still is no small 
thing. The mi t di d is still a di d and superior to every other stone, and ingjke manner, the taste for our science is of so 
and pure a nature, that if it but exist in one small flame or spark, it maintains its own peculiar and eminent characteristics. This being 50, it 
is euage that the votaries of Numismatics are not more numerous, A _ pursuit which concentrates into one focus History, Art, both 
ical and Aesthetic, Geography, Finance, and interesting and attractive details from a hundred other sources, can only be neglected where there 
is a total ignorance of its nature. Among those who, by education or profession, are well qualified to appreciate the various aspects in whii 
Numismatics are so fascinating, there prevails, moreover, a false impression in regard to the excessive costliness of specimens. 
exhibiting a few days ago to one of our foremost painters what I consider some of the chief artistic gems of my little cabinet, 
on the exquisite design and workmanship of a large silver medal of Henry II. (King of France, 1547-1559), as the work 

t Franco-Italian artist of the “ renaissance,” I spoke of the facility with which persons of te means could bring 

xm genuine masterpieces such as many a millionaire’s gallery of pictures or statues cannot boast. He was ised, and 
posed that particular medal must have cost me an immense sum, But his astonishment was increased when he learned that it had 
obtained for just thirteen dollars, of which the mere intrinsic value of the metal covered at least one-third. The extraordinary prices paid 
some rare or unique pieces, such as the dollar of 1804 or the Baltimore penny, coins of no artistic or historic value in dnaaens 
rounds of the newspapers as they do from time to time, contribute guvatily to this er impressi Numismatists ha 
ocegsion to notice, also, how the possessor of one choice piece is prone to consider it as unmet with by any one before it came under his 
observation, whereas it may be a stock article with collectors and the trade. I once greatly mortified a visitor who assured me that he i 
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sessed a gold double ducat of Ferdinand and Isabella, casually discovered in Spain, and certainly worth as a curiosi! informing 
that I had just imported one from a foreign dealer’s catalogue pA $15. ee : a ty, by 

In accordance with the wish of the Society, and the strong support which the communications of our friends in many different 
us to expect, our JourNAL will be continued for another year, It is well known to all the Members that this enterprise, far from being & 
lucrative one, is not even remunerative. In fact, the entire resources of the Society, as derived from its annual dues, have to be devoted 
to defraying the deficit which the lack of requisite support from subscribers entails. Yet we are disposed to persevere in the experiment till 
complete success or failure shall have teen faisty met with, There are many arguments to advance in favor of making 
ring, like ours, at brief intervals, the most inent feature in the existence of a scientific or artistic association. It is a novel idea, but 
prove to be a thoroughly practical one, and may save our Society from degenerating into torpor and inefficiency, as almost all such bodies 
the United States have sooner or later done. It is true that the JourNaL deters our members from ing the ordinary ings, since the 
cream of the proceedings is always placed before them in its pages, while by the expense in which we are involved ir publishing it, We 
are cut off from any hope of possessing a permanent hall or apartment cut ua to value ts rash inoue of elt of 
intercourse, and a repent Gram edtiotions. On the other hand, however, the JourNAL tends to maintain a healthy circulation of intelli- 
gence, and a spirit of active research. It our distant friends into close communion with us, and gives us at home and abroad a reputa- 
tion and influence, desirable in themselves, such as we are continually stimulated to maintain and, if possible, augment. 
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With these brief observations, I assume the chair for the second year, and urge you to co-operate with me in striving to render this second 
period more satisfactory and prosperous than the first, and more conducive to the interests of our Association and its pursuits. 


The President then appointed the following Standing Committees : 


American Coins and Medals. Library and Transactions. 
Messrs. J. Carson Brevoort, Mackenziz, Hewitt. Messrs. Isaac F. Woop, Parisu, Dick. 


oreign Coins and Medals. A uto, = and Manuscripts. 
Messrs. J. A. Nexsen, O_tver, Derenporr. Messrs. C. De F. Burns, Ten Eyvcx, Hanna. 
American Archeology. Paper Money. 
Messrs, DANiEL Parisn, Jr., Woop, BarLey. Messrs. E. Grou, O_tver, Homer. 
Foreign Archaeology. Finances. 
Rev. Wm. Woop Seymour, Messrs. Derenporr, H. Grou. Messrs. J. N. T. Levick, Nexsen, Paris. 

Mr. Edward Cogan presented the Society with a set of his Washington Cards, size 20, three in 
copper, and two in silver, one of the copper pieces being of extra thickness. Mr, Applegate, of 
San Francisco, presented specimens of Hdhg-Kong money, consisting of the 20 and 10 Cent Piece 
in silver, and the Cent and Mil in copper. Mr. Alfred Sandham, of Montreal, presented a Cata- 
logue of the Sale of Mr. J. L. Bronsdon’s Collection, Montreal, April 8th, and an impression in 
wax of the Great Seal of Upper Canada. 


The following resolution was offered by Mr. Wood, and unanimously adopted : 


Inasmuch as our venerable fellow-citizen and Honorary Member, David T. Valentine, has been removed by death, after a career of distin- 
guished usefulness : Therefore : ; 

Resolved, That we, as a Society, hereby record our sense of the loss, as that of a faithful public servant, a diligent compiler of our chief 
i history, and one to whom future antiquarians will owe no little thanks for the material collected in his well-known series of 
Manuals. 


On motion of Mr. Levick the title of the Journat was changed to “* American Journal of Numis- 
matics, and Bulletin of American Numismatic and Archzological Societies.” 
On motion of Mr. Parish the Editorial Committee of the Journat for the ensuing year was made 
to consist of Messrs, Anthon, Levick, and Wood. 
Benjamin Betts, Recording Secretary, pro tem. 


Regular Meeting, April 22d, 1869.—The President in the chair. ‘ 

Mr. Wood made a donation of impressions, in copper and white metal, of his Medal commem- 
orating the visit of President Andrew Johnson to the city of New York in the summer of 1866. 
Mr. Mackenzie presented 19 U. S. Half Cents of different dates. A Catalogue was received, by 
mail, of the remarkable Collection of Roman Coins belonging to M. J. Gréau, to be sold in Paris, 
May 19, and the following days. It comprises about 5,000 lots, described by Henri Cohen, the 
distinguished numismatic author, During forty years M. Gréau has been engaged in the formation 
of this cabinet, laying under contribution the most celebrated collections recently sold in France and 
England. It exhibits accordingly * Jes comservations les plus merveilleuses et les patines les plus sédui- 
santes”, while the catalogue is illustrated with seven plates by M. Dardel, whom M. Cohen com- 
pliments as the most skilful numismatic draughtsman and engraver in France. 

Mr. Betts laid before the Society a project for the creation of a Numismatic Library through the 
establishment of a fund to be commenced by the subscription of $500 in ten shares of $50 each, the 
interest of the fund to be devoted to the purchase of expensive numismatic works to be accessible 
to all members of the society. This proposition met with great favor and was reserved for serious 
consideration, 

The President nominated Mr. Frederic J. De Peyster as Resident Member. Under suspension 
of the By-laws, he was unanimously elected. 

Mr. Levick nominated Mr. S. S. Crosby, of Boston, as Corresponding Member, and he was 
unanimously elected viva voce. 


J. Muuctenserc Bauer, Recording Secretary. 


NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular meeting of the Society was held on Thursday evening, April 15th, 1869. Vice- 
President Crosby in the chair. . 

Donations were received from A, Sandham, Esq., of Montreal, consisting of his recently pub- 
lished work on the Coins of Canada, and an ancient map of the town of Boston, showing its condi- 
tion in the year 1771, for which the thanks of the Society were voted. 

The Librarian showed a Catalogue of the Books, Pamphlets, &c., contained in the Library of the 
Society, and gave a report of its condition, which was very satisfactory and was accepted. 

There were exhibited a pair of antique Shoe-Buckles, very brilliant, such as were worn in the last 
century, which descended from a member of the “ Governor Dudley” family; a proof Cent of 
1816; one of 1842, perfectly uncirculated, and four varieties of the 1793 Half Cent. 

The meeting then adjourned. Duptey R. Cup, Recording Secretary. 
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BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


May 6th, 1869. The stated monthly meeting was held this day, at four o’clock in the afternoon. 

The President, Mr. Colburn, read a letter from the Secretary, William S. Appleton, dated Cal. 
cutta, March 14th, giving an account of his visit to the various cities of India, and a brief statement 
of the coins collected by him, among which were the nearly complete series of the gold Mohurs 
and Rupees of the last 300 years, as well as several of the Kings of Oude. At Lahore he obtained 
a number of the early coins, Bactrian and Indo-Scythian, among which is a very good gold one, 
with the king standing by the fire altar. At Calcutta he collected quite a variety, and among them 
was a curious gold one, about which he knew nothing. At Bombay he visited the Museum of the 
Asiatic Society, and saw the collection of Indian coins. 

Mr. Willard C. Vose was unanimously elected a Resident Member, 

Samue, A. Green, Acting Secretary, 


RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 


Provipence, May, 19, 1869. 
Pror. Cuas. E. Anruon : 

Dear Sin: At the request of our President and Chairman of the Executive Committee, I take 
this opportunity of informing you that the vote by which the affairs of the Rhode Island Numismatic 
Association were placed in the hands of the Executive Committee has been rescinded, and the past 
officers have resumed their position. We are now on the onward track in the way of Numismatic 
information. Mr. Richard Winsor at our last meeting exhibited a complete set of American Half 
Dollars, and other American coins. There were also 7 varieties of the Cent of 1793 exhibited, and 
other coins of more or less interest. 

We should be happy to receive a few lines at any and all times from you. 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Executive Committee R. I. N. A. Cuartes Gorton, 





FIRE DEPARTMENT MEDAL. 


Mr. James Gordon Bennett, whose country-seat at Fort Washington was lately saved from: total 
destruction by the arduous exertions of the several fire companies which came at the alarm, has, 
according to the daily papers, placed a fund of fifteen hundred dollars in the hands of the Depart- 
ment Commissioners for the purpose of founding a medal of award, Five hundred dollars will be 
paid to Tiffany & Co., it is said, for the dies alone, and the balance invested, the interest to be 
annually devoted to the striking of a gold medal for the most meritorious member of the depart- 
ment. What the designs are to be we have not yet learned. It is to be hoped, however, that this 
will be a bona fide medal and not another elegant but absurd misnomer, as in the case of the Pea- 
body memorial by Starr and Marcus. We protest, on general principles, against the custom of 
giving these things into the hands of jewelers, silverware dealers, etc. Employing some of the best 
artists in their /ine in the country, the temptation is exceedingly strong, to produce an unique and 
striking specimen of carving and chasing. The real idea of a medal, as a more or less universal and 
popular as well as.enduring memento of men or events, is completely lost sight of. 

A few score of people may possible remember seeing in Gale’s window, when at the corner of 
Broadway and Broome Street a few years since, a single cake of gold, elegantly chased and inscribed, 
and represented to have cost three thousand dollars. It was presented to Supervisor Blunt (ostensibly 
for distinguished services) by the city, and it was ca//ed a medal. Whether Mr. Blunt ever did 
anything worth perpetuating we do not here stop to inquire ; it he did we should like to know to 
how many in the coming generations it will be made apparent by the ** medal” in his honor. Mr. 
B. may have felt good at being the recipient of a three thousand dollar lump of carved gold; 
possibly his posterity shall rejoice their love of the beautiful in art by stolen peeps inside its casket; 
it may eventually find a place in some local museum, Its most probable course will sooner or later 
be the crucible, The Peabody thing is likely to have a better chance of preservation, perhaps, but 
a fiddlestick for its value as a medal. While our cities are full of first class artists and the of 
medalists, while we have a Muller, a Key, a Sigel, a Smith, and a Paquet, it is painful to see 
hundreds of dollars thus devoted to perpetuating nothing so much as a misnomer. I, F. W. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Puitapetruia, March, 29, 1869. 
My pear Levick: “ XXX”’s communication in the February Number of the Magazine, may be 
answered thus: There are Copper specimens of the 1865, “ God our Trust pieces”, viz., the Double 
Eagle, Eagle, Half Eagle, Dollar, Half and Quarter Doilars, also in Silver, the Dollar, Half and 
Quarter Dollars. Very scarce! Of the 5 Cent pieces there are at least a dozen different varieties in 
Copper and Nickel. 
I believe that the dies are destroyed of all the above specimens. Coutton. 


J. N. T. Levick. . 31 Bortston St., Boston, April 23, 1869. 
Dear Sin :—The cent of ’93 in Roper’s Sale 1851, was bought by me. It was as fine as when 
struck, and probably had never been circulated. At that time but little interest was felt in American 
coinage, and this piece was knocked down to me for my first bid of 10 cents. I was laughed at for 
paying $5 for a proof 1838 dollar, and a paragraph went the rounds of the papers giving this as an 
extravagant price for a silver dollar. I obtained at the same sale two proof dollars of 1836 for 
$1.62 each. I gave up collecting some years ago, and sold my collection of coins. The only 
American piece now in my possession is a Massachusetts shilling of 1650, in fair condition, duplicate 
of one in the Mickley sale. All of them were originally in my collection, and I am interested in 
knowing what has become of them. Can you inform me who bought these pieces, and their pre- 
sent owner ? Yours truly, Ami Brown. 
31 Boytsron Sr., Boston, May 7, 1869. 
Dear Sir :—I was not acquainted with Dr. Roper: Mr. Mickley can probably give you the date 
of his death, The Massachusetts shillings I inquired about were those with the date 1650. These 
were all originally in my collection, and I was curious to know who owned them now, and the 
rices paid for them. I heard they were purchased for the British Museum. The only coin that 
pe possess is a duplicate of one of the small sized 1650 shillings. After disposing of a few rare 
duplicates to Mr. Mickley, I sold my entire collection to Mr. Brooks of Salem, who, I understand 
sold most of it to Mr. Finotti, a catholic priest. I think it would be difficult to trace the 1793 cent, 
as I do not recollect the type; a very imperfect catalogue in my possession, says only “15 Riags— 
large size—Proof.” 
Please excuse this hastily written and late answer to your inquiries, Yours truly, 


J. N. T. Levick, Esq. Amat Brown, 





UNPUBLISHED POEM 
BY GOINTOEM STRONG. 


It affords us pleasure to be able to present to our readers, through the kindness of an anonymous 
correspondent, the subjoined production of a bard, whose rich Catalogue, which stamps him as a 
numismatist of no mean pretensions, has long been regarded as a rarity at our sales. We are glad 
therefore to be able to reprint it here, as furnished us by the same obliging friend, by way of intro- 
ducing the poet into a circle where as yet no rival exists to dispute his laurels. 

SUPPLEMENTARY CATALOGUE 
OF A 
COLLECTION OF COINS AND MEDALS, 
Gathered from half a dozen worthless Collections, 
NOW THE PROPERTY OF GOINTOEM STRONG, Eso. 
TO BE SOLD THIS DAY. 




















(i Smoked glass will be provided for those who wish to examine the coins. 





1—ENGLIsH Penny, very plain. The inscription, like England’s honor, is nearly obliterated. ; 
2—Kossutu Mepatet, around a hole, Bust facing left, and wearing an expression a /a Mose, when he said, “ Why pep td come along”? 
3—Kendall’s Dinner Check. Very good. Probably purloined by some-chap who “ stepped out ” without paying for his balls. 
4—SpanisH Quarter, struck in Jure lead. Brought three cents at a recent sale. _ : + Fl 

s—English Farthing, 1838. Obverse, bust of Queen Victoria, whose hair looks as if dressed with ‘‘ Cook’s Leather Cement ”. 

6—One Heller, remarkably poor. 1s not a coin of the realm of Jeff Davis. ; ‘ , 

7—Two K ks, in fair condition. Obverse, a double-headed , holding a ten-pin ball in one claw, and a toasting-fork in the other. 
&—Spanish Coin of Isabel II. In very good condition, except ’Bel’s nose, which looks like a premium beet. 

g~Spanish Coin of Ferdinand VII., in fair condition. Ferd’s face, as depicted on this coin, suggests the thought that he may have just 


he from a 

10—French Coin of Napoleon TI L., in very fine condition—much better, indeed, than the character of the man whose effigy it bears. _ ‘ 

11—Ferrotype Medalet of Lincoln and Hamlin. This medalet shows conclusively that though Messrs. L. & H. were of the same political faith, 
they are still on ite sides. ’ 

I Russian Coin. Precisely the same as No. 7, except that it is much worse. 

13~Spanish Ninepence, 1801. Pure silver outside. _ , : 

14—Part of a Military Button, sw to have been in the “ Concord Fight”. Very “ unique”. 

15—WILLarp’s Suop Carp. = aComb. This coin probably recently belonged to a dentist, for the comb has very fine teeth, which 
may to ° sah 2 

s-Thees- Cons Pian notional ee Chakeon, If any one is foolish enough to bid five dollars for this coin, it will be knocked off to him imme- 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. (May, 1869.) 


Mr. Epiror :—lIn one or two numbers of the current volume of your entertaining “ Journal,” you 
published an atricle headed “« Numismatics in Poetry,” and quoted freely from the old writers, but 
made no mention of the productions of modern authors; and in order to give one of the lattera 
chance to appear in print, I hope you will insert the following effusion in the “Journal.” The 
“«pome ”’ was written about three years ago, and is the presentation letter of a donation made to @ 
numismatic society just then formed. Owing to excessive modesty the donor did not appear in 
person, but appointed one of the members of the Society to make the presentation and to read the 
presentation letter, which is as follows :— Cc, 


Gentlemen of the new Numismatic Society, Rare pieces there are from far distant clime, 
I hope you will think there is no impropriety And others deep-gnawed by the sharp tooth of time; 
In presenting to you this unrivalled collection Andspieces, my friends, that "twont do to handle, 
Of medals and coins, which, under direction To which finest of proofs can scarce “ hold a candle,” 
Of Curator——should be hung on the wall,* That equal in splendor the new five-cent piece 
To be seen and admired by each and by all (In praises of which let your tongues never “pers 
The short and the tall, For the models of that, with a sharp-pointed stick, 
The great and the small, Were carefully cut on the end of a brick. 
And such of your friends as make you a call, And in your collections it ought all to suit, sirs, 
In summer or winter, in spring or in fall. And banish forever all * bung-downs ” and “ kreutzers, 
Its designs are composed of an artistic “ hash,” 
Some pieces, I know, will not dazzle the sight, And ’tis equalled by nothing but old Chinese “ cash” 
Like Charley F’s breastpin or Koh-i-noor bright, But so “ weighty” a thing should not be “ made light of,” _ 
(The latter in English, means “ mountain of light’) And the theme of my strain I’ve surely “ lost sight of.” 
Or tail of a June bug on very dark night. So now I'll conclude, nor continue my song, 
But then, my good friends, in vain might you seek Yours, over the left, 
For duplicate copies of those styled “ unique ”; 
In all your researches you cannot, I ween, Gomtorm Srrons. 
“Scare up” such a lot as is here to be seen. 


THE MACKENZIE SALE. 


SECOND NOTICE. 


In a former number it was our pleasure to speak of the approach of the above-mentioned sale, and we gave a sketch of 
some of the rarest and finest pieces of the ancient and foreign departments. We now take occasion to draw the attention 
of our readers, and especially those interested therein, to the American series, We shall be obliged, however, to overlook 
many fine pieces, and only notice those of more important character, as it would involve too lengthy an article, particularly 
inasmuch as we are soon to be favored with the catalogue from the pen of Mr, Edward Cogan, who has charge of the 7 
and whose long experience and acumen will do more justice to the condition of the specimens than we are capable 
This catalogue will be a most interesting and desirable one, from the fact that Mr. Mackenzie spares no expense in its 
details, and will furnish photographic plates of some of his gems, which alone will necessitate an outlay of some 400 or 500 
dollars. We shall commence with the U. S. Cents: . 

The "93s can be recognized by referring to the plate of our No. 35 (April, '6g), as follows: 1, A., or “ Ameri”, from the 
Mickley sale, where it was purchased at $110; 2, B. 3, B., or with Periods; 7, F.; 9, lettered edge; 10, J. Of the rest 
of the cents we shall be obliged to select the most important, either for rarity or condition, as is expressed opposite the piece 
mentioned. 17945 (2), fine; 1795, thick planchet, impression fine; 1796, Lib, Cap, fine; 1796, Fillet, uncir; 1797) 
uncir., but bronzed; 1797, uncir., slight var.; 1799, the Abbey cent, the finest we know of; 1800, sharp lnpeeaee 
18014, uncir., red color; 1802, very fine, bronze color; 1803, small yhy, uncir, and red; 1803, large, yhp, uncir. and 
brown; 1804, perfect die, next to the Vaux Cent in quality, which is generally known to be the king of 18048; 1809, 
1810, uncir. and red; 1811, the regular date, very fine impression, dark brownish color; 1813, fine sharp impression, 
uncommon dark color; 1816, like all fine 16s in condition ; 1817, 13 and 15, both uncirculated and red; 1818, 3 pieces, 
uncirculated and red; 1821, proof; 1822, proof, the dark or bronzed color; 1824~5, uncirculated and red; 1827, untat- 
nished proof; 1829, bronzed proof; 1821, has been proof, but has the velvet discoloration ; 1832, "34, "44, "45, 45 4% 
*48,°49, °50, 52, 54, '55,°56, and 57, are all proofs. 

Among the Half Cents we shall name only a few important ones: 1793, very fine ; 1831, '34, °36, '43, '46, "48, “4% 
§2, and *s5, all proofs. Silver coinage : 1794, dollar, quite good} 1794, half dime, very fine or uncirculated ; 1795) 
half dime, very fine er uncirculated; 1796, dime, 15 stars, uncirculated ; 1796, half dime, 165 stars, fine; 1797, dime, the 
9 and 7 stars, fair; 1806, half dollar, uncirculated; 1808, half dollar, uncirculated ; 1809, dime, very fine; 1827, 
uncirculated ; 1828, quarter dollar proof; 1846, dime and half dime proofs; 1847, dollar, half, quarter, dime, and half— 
§ pieces proofs ; 1849, dollar, half. quarter, dime, and half—gs pieces proofs, 1851 and "52, dollars, proofs; 1854, proof 
set; 1855, set part only proofs; 1856 to "69, all proofs, 

Among the patterns we observed the disme and half disme ; 1836, dollar, proof; 1836, dollar, “ Gobrecht,” proof; 
1838, dollar and half dollars ; 1863, pattern 3 cent piece in copper. 

Of the Washingtons : 1792, Washington cent, fine; 1792, Washington half dollar; 1791, small eagle Washington 
cent, uncirculated ; 1791, large eagle Washington cent, very fine. The “George Washington born Feb. 11, 17329 
rev. “ General of the”, &c., ten lines, extremely fine in copper. The Washington Indian Medal in tin, in splendid preset 
vation, and the second one of this medal we have ever known of, In the Colonials we noted the Barry Standish 
pence, Annapolis three and sixpences ; ‘ British Settlement Kentucky, 1796”, rev. “ One Half Penny Copper of 
Upper Canada”, bronze proof. “Immune Columbia, 1785”, rev. “ Nova Constellatio” ; “ Immunis Columbia, 1787) 
rev. eagle, “E Pluribus Unum,” v. fine. “ Auctor Connec.” 1788, uncirculated; Jersey, horse head to left, fair. Nove 
Eborac, head to right, Lib. to left, fine, and some few other fine Colonials. 


* 1 would here state that the coins were very ingeniously arran in an elegant dilapidated mahogan of the o, . pattern, and securely 
fastened in place by means of stoot wires Armly ered to their and by “* bright uncirculated Sign wks enenaeeaen 








